[6 FesruARY, 1918.]

Tegislative douncil,
Wednesday, G6th February, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 1.30
j~m., an read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’' and ‘‘Papers
Presented’” see ** Minutes of Proceedings.’’]

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion hy Hon, .J. DUFFELL leave of
absence for six sittings pranted to Hom. J. F.
Allen on the ground of urgent private busi-
ness,

BILI—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metrapolitan)
[440]: The leader of the House did not
indulge in any exaggeration when he said
that this was the most important Bill which
had been brought down or was likely to be
browght down during the present session.
Hon. members who have given the necessary
study, and indeed it involves a comparatively
large amount of study, to the measure, will
agree that it is practically a compendium of
the parent Act; because there are very few
parts of the parent Act not altered or
amnded in this little amending Bill. It is,
to new members in particular, somewhat
difticult to follow the alterations without
close study of the parent Act, and as a mat-
ter of drafting I think it would be better
for the guidance of members, and to make
the purpose of an Act of Parliament more
apparent, to delete whole sections of the
parent Act and place in the amending Bill
the new scetions as they would appear when
amended. Tt seems to me it gives members
an almost impossible amount of work to fer-
ret out the ramifications of these amend-
ments where in eertain sections a line or two
or & word or twe are struck out and other
words inserted which, as they appear in the
Bill before us, eonvey no meaning whatever
io those reading the Bill casnally. At the same
time I would like to cougratulate the leader
of the House on having exeelled himself, if
that werc possible, in the lucid explanation
he gave of those portions of the Bill which
he touched upon. There are certain portions
which be did not touch upon, and which no
doubt he will deal with when he replies. One
of the most interesiting and ominons parts
of the hon., member’s speech was that in
which he dealt with the introduction of new
diseases. The prescnt is a time when, above
all other times, this Honse and the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia, and thosc ad-
ministering the Health Aet should be parti-
cularly careful to see that they have =
measure ready to deal with practieally any
emergeney. When we have our soldiers re-
turning from parts of the world where
strange diseases, old almost as time in thosc
parts of the world, but new to Australia, are
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rife, surely we should fuke every precantion
to see that we are safeguarded against the
introduction of such diseases, more especially
when we remember that it is almost im-
mediately after the introduction of a dis-
ease that it displays ita most cxtreme form
of virulence. This has been the case where-
over new diseases have been introdueed. In
regard to that disease with the most awfwm
name, bilharzigsis—and the name, [ fear, is
no worse than the disease—whirh the hon.
inember touched upon, it is a strange thing
that some years ago—I[ little thought that
we should ever have to sleal with it in West-
ern  Australin—the symptoms and mode of
recurrence and the nature of that disense
roused my interest, and 1 managed to look
up various anthorities on the question. [t
was brought home the other day to some of
us, when an application was made to the
Zoological Gardens for a lurge number of in-
sect-eating birds to be given to the Federal
Health Department in order that they might

cope  with the Thost of the insects
causing this disease, and which ig al-
most as prevalent in the waters of

Western Australia as in the waters of Egyvpt.
That is a very ominous fact, and, when that
is joined to the somewhat casual habits of our
soldiers who return fromn these strange lands,
it bhehoves us to be extrentely careful indeed
to see that the utmost caution is exrvised to
prevent any serious outbreak—I am sorry to
learn that there have been cases—of this most
awfol disease, the more awful because, as I
have already said, it is practically already
naturally introduced. Again, we have the hon,
gentleman saying that there is a possibility of
the introduction of cholera. Tt is with a view,
[ uunderstand, of being able to cope with the
possibility of such a terrible visitation to this
land of ours, that the regulations are proposed
to be introduwced regarding the supervision of
second-hand elothes shops and second-hand
hocksellers, I understand that a very fruitful
means of transmission of cholera germs is
second-hand clothing, T have already said
that this little amending Bill is practically a
compendinm of the principal Act. What I
mean is that the Health Aect has been in op-
cration sinee 1911 and that the various provi-
sions of that Aet, dealing with various activi-
lica of the department throughout the State,
have been on trial since that time. This Rill
now represents the effort of the Health De-
partment after some years of experience of
their Act to bring it into line with actual ex-
perience, and to provide a proper working in-
strument for our future use and guidance in
place of the measure which we have at present.
T think the cogitations of the department
should receive every consideration at the hands
of hon. members—every fair consideration,
but not too much consideration, hecause, after
all, departments are there to make things easy
for the departments, and very often in making
things easy for the departmenta they make
things harder than perhaps they should be for
the general public. Tt iz for this House to
hold the balance between the gemeral public
and the department, not too blindly accepting
anything that the departmental officers say—
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although it may be perfectly true—but secing

by what means the objects of the department,

who of course are only working for the good
of the State, and with what minimum of in-
convenience to the general publie, can be
achieved. As regards the clauses relating to
dairying, the leader of the House has said
that it is desired to be made possible, and
indeed he has almost foreshadowed that the
policy of the Government will be, that the
retailer shall bear the brunt of practically the
whole of the inspection of milk.

The Colonial Secretary: There is a special
clause as regards the responmsibility of the
wholesaler.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: Exaetly. If the
impression I gathered was wrong, I shall be
very pleased; but my impression was that the
future policy of the ITealth Department in
dealing with milk was to proceed as much as
possible against the retailer, and then to allow
the retailer to take his chance of recovering
damages from the person who sold the milk to
him wholesale, That is a very comfortable
position for the department, and a very good
illustration of what I have been saying, that
we have to consider the public convenience as
well as the departmental convenience. The
attitnde, I say, is a very good one for the
department, but it is a mighty poor one for
the retailer. I think that possibly if the
thoughts of the Health Department were
turned in this direction, it would he feasible
50 to control the sale of milk throughout the
State as the sale of other perishable articles
is controlled, and that when an inspection
takes place it shall take place without any
very great hardship to the retailer, but still
be an inspection which would amply protect
the public and whieh wonld arrive at the ob-
jeet we all wish to arrive at, the emsuring of
a thoroughly pure milk supply. After all, the
milk sapply is one of the arteries of the pub-
lic lifc and one of the main factors of the
public health. The inspeetion should be
carried out without inconvenience and without
anything in the nature of what might almost
be described as injustice to the retailer of
milk., Tt is easy enough to get a conviction
oceasionally against the retail dealer, but in
my opinion it would be a mighty hard thing
for the retail dealer to establish a sufficiently
strong case to enable him to recover damages
from the wholesale supplier. Howvere, that is
a matter which we shall later consider at
greater length. I should like to ask, would it
not be possible for the Government to give

consideration to the possibility of establishing

a milk market under municipal econtrol or
under Governmnent control—under whatever
control they please? T suggest a milk mar-
ket, a distributing centre for each centre of
population, to which the milk ¢an be sent and
from which it can be distributed.

The Colonial Secretary: Clause 36 of the
Bill makes special provision for the sampling
of milk on its way from the producer to the
retailer.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: T am indeed glad
to hear that, and I hope the provision will be
taken advantage of as much as possible. But
gtill I would like the Colonial Secretary to
give my suggestion any consideration he thinks
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it is worth, With regard to frozen meat, the
Bill provides that porsons whoe wish to sell
frozen meat shall advertise the fact ae effica-
ciously as possible. But the definition of
trozen meat is somewhat vague, TFrozenm meat
according to the uwsual definition, as we under-
stand it, is meat which comes from ontside
the State in freezing chambers. Now it is
well know that even our local meat—at all
events the greater proportion of the meat sold
in our shaps—is put away in freezing cham-
bors; and I take it that it is sometimes
frozen. Is such meat to be classed as frozen
meat? There is unothing to say that it is
not. The definition simply states that frozen
meat is meat that has at any time Deen
frozen—a fairly obvious truism, and oume apt
to cause a good deal of confusion in the event
of cases coming into court. And, after all, it
is only when cases come before the legal tri-
bunals that we discover the efficacy or the in-
efficacy of Acts of Parliament. That is a
subject to which a little consideration might
be given in Committee, The leader of the
House did not say anything on this subject,
nor—if T remember rightly—did he say any-
thing on what I understand are the fairly
drastic provisions in this Bill regarding food
and drugs, I do not think the hon. gentleman
said very much about foed and drugs. From
his power of observation he undoubtedly
knows that the sections of the Health aAect re-
Iating to food and drugs have caused a good
deal of controversy, and have roused a good
deal of public feeling on both sides. I am
sorry the hon. gentleman @id not explain more
fully the precise effect of the clauses dealing
with tood and drugs. Now T come to what is
after all, having regard to the state of pub-
lic feeling at present, the crux of the Bill;
and that is the clauses dealing with venereal
diseases. TEvery member T suppose has re-
ceived a letter from a body known as the Citi-
zens' Vigilance Committee of Perth, Western
Augtralia, which letter entreats individual
members of the Legislative Council to do their
best to provide an opportunity for publie dis-
cussion between the second reading and the
Committee stage, on the ground that the
amendments proposed may affeet the liberty of
any citizen in the State. I do not know that
what is gencrally ecalled publie discussion
does very mueh good. What we class as public
discussion as a rule iz the helding of publie
meetings; and I do not Know that the helding
of public meetings, again as a rule, arrives
at any very sound or very just estimate of the
publie feeling. The greater the erowd of the
public, once more as a rule, the more liable
they are to accept, in some cases, even the
most ridieulous propositions that can be put
before them, if only the public meeting ie
large enough and the speakers are impassioned
enough—and speakers at publie meetings, es-
pecially on subjects like this, always are im-
passioned. Aoreover, we have to take into ae-
count the faeulty some speakers have of ap-
pearing in deadly earnest. That is a great
asset of some public speakers. While I do not
hold that public meetings, as a rule, do very
much good, yet there is, in my opinion, no
doubt that further inquiries should be made
into what has been done under the existing
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Aet and what is likely to ensue from the pass-
ing of tbis Bill. The leader of the House has
given ug an outline of the departmental view
of the clauses of the Bill relating to this some-
what delicate sobject, the treatment of vene-
real diseases. | say ‘‘the departmental view,’’
and T say it with all respect and without wish-
ing to east any doubt whatever upon the facts
ard figures supplied by the hon. gentleman.
But we have to remember, after all, that it is
the Jdepartiwental view. We have to remember,
too, that some author—I forget who it is, but
I have read him lately—says that the true
liherty of any people i3 engendered pot by the
laws which are passed by the Parliament of
that people, but by the faet that the people
feel that they are responsible for the making
of their own laws. That, I think, is true. The
teeling of responsibility which exists in any
community, the feeling that each individval
wmember of that community has, after all, an
ultimate voice in the government of the coun-
fry, is what supplies true liberty to any com-
monity.  That heing so, it is well that we
should pay attention to the representations of
hodies such as the Citizens’ Vigilance Com.
mittee, who. T understand, have done very
good work, although I personally do not agree
with some of the conclusions which they draw.
[ consider, however, that we should accede to
their demands and give them the opportunity
they wish for, if not publie discussion, at all
events exhanstive inquiry between the second
reading and the Committee stage of this mea-
sure, With thal objeet it is my intention at
the proper stage, when the second reading has
been passed, to move that the Bill be referred
to a select committee of this House, in order
that =ail sides may have an opportunity of
laying their views before that select commit-
ter, and in order that we may avoid in this
House @ diseussion which is distasteful to the
House and still more distasteful to the people
outside.

Hon. J. Duffell: Will the Colonial Secretary
agree fo that?

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: I understand the
Colonial Secretary sees no objecfion whatever.

The Colonial Secretary: No objection at all.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Let me say, too,
that my experience, which now extends over
a good many years, has shown me that in a
Bill of this sort, a Bill of an intensely techni-
¢al nature, next to an introduction such as
the Colonial Seeretary gave us, the reference
of the Bill to a seleet committee saves the
time of the Houwse. There is no doubt what-
ever about that, if the House has confidence
in the select committee and if the select com-
mitiee do their duty; and let me say, also
after a good many years’ experience, that
I have secn far more good result from the
efforts of select committees than I have ever
known to result from the efforts of such bodies
ag Royal Commissions, which we have had
sitting for the last year or two. There s not
the least reason why the committee should not
report next week or the week after. Scleet
committees after all have an incentive to
get their work done as quickly as possible, but
the same incentive does mnot apply to Royal
Commissions. So far as my experience goes
we have had very much more tangible, better
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and more practical results from the efforts of
select committees than we have had from Royal
Commissions, however expensive they have
been, and God knows some of them have been
very expensive. Select committees do better
work, quicker work, and are altogether more
suitable, That is the reason why it is8 wmy
intention to move not only to allow the Citi-
zens’ Vigilance Committee an opportunity to lay
their views before the House, but to allow
anybody else who wishes to place their views
before us to come forward, The close exam-
ination of the Bill which U have given it leads
me to believe that more people are affected
than I previously thought. After all, Parlia-
ment is the highest court in the land, but when
you get down that what I may call the petty
sessions cases of its jurisdietion it is rather
hard of access, and the only way in which
petty sessions cases can come before Parlia-
ment ia by the medium of a select committee
of the House. A select committee will be able
to examine and form na just estimate, and [
hope the experience that has been gained by
the Health Department during the time the
clauses with which we are now dealing have
Leen in operation, will lead me to say that in
s0 congidering this evidence the committee will
have an opportunity which I do not think has
been afforded in any Parliament in the British
Dominions so far, for they will see the practi-
eal effect of legislation which is wew in the
British Dominions. In the little pamphlet
which accompanies the request made by the
Citizens’ Vigilanee Committee there are extracts
from the final report of the British Royat
Commission on venereal diseases, Tt is al-
most worth the trouble of passing an Act and
putting it inte operation for a few months or
a vear or two to arrive at a just cstinate as
to how an Act will affect a community and
what ehanges are necessary after the experi-
ence has Leen arrived at. This Commission
on venereal diseases is so to speak dealing
with the report in the dark. It is dealing
with matters of opinion, not actual results of
investigations such as our select committee will
have an opportunity of dealing with. We have
had an Act in operation which was passed
after considerable discussion in this Chamier.
Let me say how mueh I deplore the fact that
Dr. Saw is not with us, and may I say with
the added information which he would have
been able to bring before us and the large
store of knowledge which he showed on this
snbjeet on the last oceasion we were dealing
with this matter. His valuable assistance will
not be given on this occasion. We have to
discount the extracts from the final report of
the Royal Commission becanse the Commis-
sion had not the advantage we shall have of
seeing an Aet of the kind they speak of in
actnal opefation. They object to the notifi-
cation of the cases. Tn the extract they say—

No system of notification of venereal dis-
eases should be put in force at the present
time. When experience has been gained
of the operation of improved faecilities for
diagnosis and treatment, the question of
notifieation shounld be further considered.

There we have in a few words the greatest
recommendation for the course we are fallow-
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ing that we possibly ean have. As we have
now already the experience gained, how much
better are our opportunities in arriving at a
just estimate of the value of the legislation
we have and that proposed to be enacted in
the Bill before the House. While attaching
every importance to the departmental aspect
of the case, and at the same time at-
taching importance to the public aspeet
of the case, hon. members must not be misled
by the use of a phrase which is so often
uged by the publie, ‘‘interference with
the liberty of the subjeet.’’ 1 do
not know anmy Act of Parliament to
which this pbrase cannot be applied, and
is rightly so applied. Every Act of Parliament
as an interfercnee or restriction of the liberty
of the subjeet for the benefit of the whole
community. The liberty of the subject must
be curtailed so that the community will be the
gainer. So that I ask members not to be led
away by this telling phrase. No doubi I have
used it myzelf, and I do not regret it. Prob-
ably I shall uge it again, In this case, however,
I ask members not to be led away with the
phrase which T may deseribe as somewhat
specions and misleading. T have already said
that at this juncture when the danger of the
introduetion of outside diseases on the one
hand is imminent than it has ever been in the
history of Australia, and when the value of
life is greater by far to this State and to
the Commenwealth at large—greater by far
hecause each life means more to us to-day thau
it ever did hefore—=we wust prepare for the
protection of the lives of such weapons as we
have at hand. If interference with the liberty
of the subject is nceessary it must take place.
At all events with the procedure which I ad-
vocate we c¢an ensure that both sides, in faet
all sides of the questions dealt with in the
Bill will get a fair hearing, and T hepe the
House will arrive at a just estimate. I am
glad to find that amendinents of the midwifery
legislation are contemplated in the Bill which
will have the effect, and it shonld have the
effeet in a country where progress is hbeing
made and where science is going ahead, of
raising the standard of the profession. I hope
the conclusions arrived at in the Bill that
midwives who have not qualified by examina-
tion rshall be restricted to practice when a
doctor 35 on the premises is carried out. That
is eminently common sense, and I hope it will
he adonted. T support the seeond reading of
the Bill very stronglv, heeause T believe that
the Bill is an honest effort on the part of the
department to correct errors which during some
yvears of administration have been found in
the parent Act, and in order to allow the de-
partment to place their views fully before the
House, T am advoeating a reference of the
Bill to a select committee. Under those con-
ditions T have much pleasure in supporting
the second reading of the measure.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Suh-
urban) [510]: The proposal made by Mr.
Kingzmill and its aceeptance by the Cylonial
Seeretarv will have the effect, as Mr. Kingsmill
has indicated, of shortening the discussion, at
any rate as far as T am concerned; and so
long as the hon. member does not put me on

|COUNGLL. |

the committee, I shall give him my cordial sup-
port in the course he proposes to adopt, L
want to mention two matters which I do not
think will be bronght before the select com-
mittee, ami will not he permitied to be dis-
cussed in Comniitter of the House, I do not
think it is necessary to touch on the subjeets
mentioned in the Bili such as picture palaces,
milk shops, meat shops, maternity homes, lodg:
ing houses, and so forth, It would be much
the better thing to leave them entirely alone
antil we get into Committee. There is a mat-
ter of public interest—and probably a select
committee will now be appointed since the
Minister has agreed to it, but the select com-
mittee will hardly think it is within its scope—
the £2,000, the amount wmentioned by the
leader of the House which we are going to
receive from the Federal Governmeni in con-
nection with this. matter seems to me to he
totally inadequate.

The Colonial Seeretary: Purely for venercal
iisease {reatment.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: At any rate it
seems tetally inadequate, and I am surprised
that the Government have not rejeeted it with
& certain amount of emphasis. A report pre-
pared by the committee appointed by the Fed-
eral Cabinet to inquire into the causes of
deaths in the Commonwealth T have before me,
and in conclusion the committee say—

Many of onr recommendations affect legis-
lation and regunlation hy the States, rather
thun by the Commonwealth. We are of the
opinion, however, that by reason of the old
age and invalidity pension, the Common-
wealth is so deeply interested in the results
of venercal disease and its control that it
should approach the Governments of the
States, with a view to securing concerted
action. We helieve that the Government of
the Commonwealth would do well to under-
take a reasonable finanecial responsibility in
the furtherance of any well considered
seheme for further provision of the means
of diagnosis of hospital and other treatment,
and for research.

That seems to me to be a matter of very great
importanee from the financial point of view,
and from the seientific point of view. Tt is
surely no rveflection on the medical officers
of the department, or indeed on the medical
profession in the Stute of Western Australia,
that they have wot time, opportunity, appli-
ances, or population to work on, te enable
them to follow up in a thoroughly scientific
manner this question either of venereal dis-
case or the other dizease, which T cannot pro-
nounee or spell, mentioned by Mr. Kingsmill,
Surely it is no reflection on the medical officera
here that thev really caunnct tackle that gues-
tion. Tt is problematical whether we can afford
to foot the hill to carry out the provisions of
the 1915 Act, T am eonvinced from the in-
quiries T have made that a couple of thousand
pounds is totally inadequate for the require-
ments of this State.

The Colonial Secretary: That is one half,
We pay another £2,000: that is £4,000 alto-
gether.

Hon. A. SANTDFERSON: Tt is really not of
much consequence, and T will not quarrel with
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the olonial Secretary over that point. My
coatention wonld he, first of al, that the
whole of this bill should be footed by the
Commonwenlth Government, and that the ad-
ministration shouit ke in the hands of the
Medieal Department of this State, That view
is practically supported by the recomenda-
tions of the committer appointed by the Fed-
eril Government themscives., T am not going
to enlarge an that. T am sure the leader of
the House will understand that it is in no hos-
tile eriticism of the RBill itself that I make
these remarks, hut simply viewing, as [ dg,
ncarly all questions that come hefore us in
the light of our financial position, I am more
than satisfied that £4,000 is tetally inadequate.
1 am also satisfied that moral obligation rests
on the Commonwealth to find this maney,

Hon. R, J. Lyon: Forty thousand pounds
is nearer the mark,

Hon. A, SANDERSON: 1 simply wish to
indicate to hon. members the financial as-
pect of this question, an aspeet which one
would never presume to go before the scleet
¢ommitiee to urge. Tt is obvious that when
we get into Commitiee we will not have an
opportunity of dealing with that point of
view, and I thercfore thought the best time
to do g0 was upon the second reading. The
seeond point T am unwilling te touch upon.
T think, however, it is a very pertinent criti-
cism of the position. T am getting a little
abashed when I figd myself in disagreement
with hon. members and when, inadvertently,
I may overstep the mark between relevency
and irrelevency. 1T think, however, 1 can
show to the House that T am justified in mak-
ing this point. I have here leiters between
the Public Health Department of this State
and the Defence Department of Melbourne.
They raise a point of public importance
which should be cousidered.  The question
really i3, who is responsible in these mat-
ters of the health of the people? The people
arc not the least interested in the Health
Department of this State and the Federal
Department wrangling amongst each other.
They arc indeed vitally interested in the
question of public health, and wish the mat-
ter to be put on a sound businesslike and
workable basis, which they can understand.
These letters will clearly show that, in the
highest quarters, that is to say in the De-
partment of Public Health in Perth, and in
the Defence Department of Melbourne, on a
matter of vital importance, these two parties
are in total disagreement. The letter from
the Public Health Department of Perth is
dated the 12th May, 1916, and is as fol
lows—

1 have vour letter of the Sth inst, re-
garding the administration of the amending
Health Aect, 1915, Tn reply to your in-
quiries, T have to say that military medi-
cal officers must comply with the provisions
of the Health Act, but when the conditions
of their military duties and the frequent
changes which take place are horne in
mind, it is obvious that this compliance
can only be expected as far as is practi-
cally possible.

28t

Not wishing to mislead the House in any way
I may say that there are two paragraphs
showing that—

The necessary arrangements, however,
ate heing made beiween this department
and the military authorities to ensure that
the provisions of the Act are observed hy
soldiers, ete.

T am not suggesting that the State Medieal
Department and the Defence Department are
at the present time at loggerheads, and it
is a verv reasonable supposition that they
are trying Lo do their best, at any rate, in
# somewhat diffienlt position. T do say, how-
ever, that the existing conditions practically
make it impossible to guarantee the conti-
nuity of administration. and, soooner or
later, if we have the slightest disagreement
with these high officials—and even high offie-
ials are known to come to loggerheads some-
times—we will have a most disastrons state
of affairs, beeause we have these diametri-
cally opposed copiniona put down in black
and white from these two departments. T
wish to emphasise the line that ‘‘military
medical officers must eomply with the pro-
vistons of the Health Act.’? The letter
from the Defence Department is dated the
1ith August, 1916, and is as follows:—

With reference to vour letter of the 31st
ult., relative to the responsibility of the
military authorities in regard to the
Health Act  Amendment Aect of 1915

(W.A), [ am dirceted to inform you that
the military anthorities are not required
to notify cases of venereal disease amongst
soldiers to the responsible State depart-
ment, but they are prepared to co-ordinate
with the State as far as possible in the
natter.
I do not wish to put a misleading construe-
tion on these letters, hecause 1 will admit
at onee that in both of them there is an indi-
cation that they hepe, or wish, to work to-
gether, When trouble arises in the way of
diametrieally opposed opinions between two
important departments such as these, the
public concerned are put in an intolerable and
absurd position. We have these concurrent
powers quarelling amongst themselves and
the public suffer as a result. These are the
two points of view T wish to pul
hefore the House, in order that they may be
discussed and ventilated. The discussion i
the other matters will be very materially
shortened by the proposal made by Mr. Kings
mill, and acrepted by the leader of the House
How we are going to deal with the financia
matters and other matters I have mentione(
will remain to he seen. Saurely the Govern
ment e¢an make an appeal to the Common
wealth Government, and draw their attentior
to the recommendations made by their Com
mittee on this point. What, in my opinion
also throws a light on this Bill are the re
ports we have had from the other States o
these different Aets. There is one report o
a discussion which took place at the Boar
of Health of Vietoria on the Vemereal Dis
eases Act, and the members of that boar
adopted the opiniom expressed by the Mel
bourne ‘‘Age’’ that the Aet so far had been .
complete failure. My own opinion is that i
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we have six Aets dealing with this guestion,
and we are to confine our attention to these
venereal cases, as seems to be likely to a large
extent, and realising, as we do, that the Fed-
eral authorities practically say they are going
to do exactly as they like, and there is no
doubt that they have that power, we shall
have an impossible pesition arising. What I
mean to say is, if the leader of the liouse,
or his medical advisers, orders a medical
officer to go into a eamp, or on to a ship, or
wherever it may be, that officer will be or-
dered off the premises and if he does not go he
will be pushed off. I do not wish to discusa
the different views regarding these various dis-
eases, but speaking simply as a member of the
general publie, who is greatly intercsted, as
all must be, in public health matters, whe-
ther it is a milk supply or these diseases, I,
in commen with the people, am entitled to
ask that there should bc some common scnse
in dealing with the matter. That common
gense is not shown by six Acts of Parliament
and another onc over and above that. Fur-
thermore, speaking as a taxpayer of Western
Australia, I protest most strongly against
heing asked by our State Government here to
provide not only what the Comm.ouwea]tfh
onght to take over, that is to say, this public
health question, btut to supply the remedies
for these diseases, in the direction of which
the Commonwealth committee, appointed l?y
the Federal (iovernment, has recommended in
pretty strong language, assistance should be
given by the Commonwealth Government. We
believe that the Commonwealth Government
would do well to undertake a reasonable finan-
cial responsibility in furtherance of well-
considered schemes, and T ask any ome 1iu
thig Chamber, or outside, if they consider that
£2,000 is reasonable finaneial assistance af-
forded to Western Australia.

Hen. H. BOAN (Metropolitan) [5.29]: I
do not kmow that T am very conversant with
this subject, but I may possibly be as well
informed as many other hon. membersa of this
Chamber. It is 2 subject which is rather new
and foreign to us. The Health Act is a very
important one. I wish to make brief men-
tion of one or two items contained in  this
Bill, which have been considerably —eom-
mented upon. With regard to the milk sup-
ply, I think that is too insignificant to dwell
upon, If intelligent people cannot trace the
origin of adulterated milk, without this extreme
agitation and argoment, it is a little puzaling.
T maintain we cannot trace it to the retailer.
It should not be u very difficult thing to at-
tach the blame to the wholesaler. T am, how
ever, going to pass that by, beeause T be
lieve the officers of the Government have
sufficient intelligence to thoroughly investi
gate the subjeet without a lengthy discus-
sion taking place on it in this Fouse. T am
sure there are many more important matters
awaiting our attention. With regard to the
midwifery clauses of the Bill, T theroughly
endorse the proposals, becanse [ recognisc it
ja meeessary that due precaution should al-
ways be taken. We must not, however, for-
get the position of the nurses out in the
backblocks, where the services of medical men
are not available.

[COUNCIL.)

The Colonial Secretary: That has been
provided for. ’

Hon. H. BOAN: Geanerally the amcod-
ments contained in the Bill are very wel-
eome. 'The question of venercal diseases ap-
pears to be prominently in the minds of the
people, but I eanuot help thinking that if
we had had somc¢ wisdom and a little fore-
sight and grappled with this question at an
carlier period we would have heen saved a great
deal nf trouble. Undoubtedly therc has been
lack of foresight. We should have demanded
from the men returning from the front a
certificate of perfeet health before permit-
ting them to land, but in that respect it is
not too late to take action now, There will
be many thounsands more to return to the
State, and that aspect of this important
question should not be lost sight of. The
proposal made by Mr., Kingsmill that the
measure should be referred to a seleet com-
mittee, has my cordial approval. This is a
very complex question, and I do not think
anyone of us here is capable of handling it.
Our good friends, the Vigilanec Committee,
are working earnestly in the direction of as-
sisting us, ag well as assisting the commun-
ity, and if a seleet commiltee be appointed
the active members of that committee will
be able to give free expression o fheir
views. Some of the members of the Vigil-
ance  Committee have already approached
me and placed their version of the position
Letore me, but T lack experience in matters
of this deseription. We have in our midst
men who are capable of expressing an
opinion, and who are capable of handling the
subjeet and discussing it intelligently. The
proposal to refer the Bill to a select commit-
tee should save a lot of argument. It is un-
doubtedly the hest poliecy to pursue. If T
may be permitted to make a few comments
outside the Bill itself, I wounld like to offer
some suggestions which would be for the
benefit of the community. I have wondered
at timea why people have not asked them-
selves whether there are any avenues to
which they ean turn their attention with the
objeet of bringing about a better coodition
of affairg and perhaps to maintain the health
of the community. There are many things
which could be done outside altogether of
those which the law expects of us. The Vig-
ilance Committee, for instance, c¢ould do a
great deal in the Qdirection of educating
parcnts towards minimising the spread of
disease. It disgusts me very much to find
in the streets of Perth and the suburbs by
day and night many young people who pro-
menade apparently without any object in
view. When we were young nothing like
that took place, but to-day we find many
children of 14 and 15 years wandering
aimlegsly about the streets unaccompaniea
by older people. To my mind that is the
cause of the whole tronble, and is responsible
for the necessity for legislation of this de-
seription. Parents and guardians should be
instructed by a body such as the Vigilanee
Committee to explain to their children the
risks they ineur by wandering about the
streets. One important thing which shounld
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be impressed upon the parents is the neces-
sity for making the children realise the im-
portance of being conscientious, open, and
honest. The ehild should have no secrets
from its parents. 1t should be the first duty
of the child to tell its parents what has
transpired. If a girl has been molested or
insulted the purents should be the first to
know. It is the rigid secrcey which some
children observe which has led to unfortu-
nate results, My observations lead me to
the conclusion that the majority of parents
go on the wrong track. L cannot under-
stand how it is that parents allow their chil-
dren to roam about and then neglect to ques-
tion them. I urge that somcone interested.
for instance a body like the Vigilance Com-
mittee, should make a door to door canvars
and point out to parents the evil conse-
quences which are likely to attend the free-
dom which the children, and partienlarly
young girls, are permitted to have, [ have
very great pleasure in supporting the motion
for the appointment of a seleet committee.
and I trust that the cfforts of the gentle-
men who may ke appointed will be rewarded
with Bueeccss,

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (South-West) [5.40]:
I have much pleasnre in supporting the pro-
posal that the Bill should be referred to a
select committee, so that it may be overhauled.
Tt seems to me that there is very little of the
original Aet left in the Bill before us, Mea-
sures of this description should be conched in
the simplest language, so that any individual
might understand what he is reading. But as
it ig, it will be necessary, in conjunction with
the measure, to look up all the Acts which
have preceded it, to ascertain exactly what the
meaning of a particular portion of it may he.
My idea is that there should be one compre-
hensive Act. T admit that there are amend-
ments which must be made, and more particu-
larly in the reguiations which are framed
pnder the Act, and those regulations which
deal with milk. I was pleased fo hear that
the Minister realised the necessity for having
pure milk, We want o encourage the people
to produce a pure sample of food. I fear,
however, that regulations will be framed which
will be nonsensical and unpractical. 1 know
from reports which I have read that samples
of milk have been taken from champion cows
in Australia. This milk was sold to the pub-
lie, and the owners of the cows were punished.
The punishment was not because the milk was
impare, but beeause it did not come up to the
standard or did not contain the solids or fats
or some such other fad as required by law.
What we want is a pure article, and T shall
rejoice when I find that we have a eonsolidated
Health Aet, instead of a series of Health
Acts. We should remould the whole of the
health legislation. We have seen what the
resnit of many Acts of Parliament has been
in connection with road boards legislation,
and also municipal legislation. Our simplest
method will be to select the most important
sections from the existing legislation, and add
them to those which are now suggested. T
have much pleasurc in supporting the second
reading of the Bill.
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Hon. J. M. DREW (Central) [5.45]): |
have studied the Bill in conjunciion with the
original Act. I spent the whole of this morn-
ing and part of this afterncon in making a
comparison with the Acts of 1911 and 1913
and I discovered what I regard as an old ae-
quaintance, If I am not mistaken, the Bill
has been on the stocks for four or five years,
and after a critical examination of the dif-
ferent clauses 1 have come to the conclusion
that the greater portion of the Bill is neces-
sary for the proper administration of the
original Act, which in most respects is an ex-
cellent one, That is the veiw I hold, and on
past experience the fact that T hold this view
is prima facie evidence that a fair proporiion
of members hold views in opposition to it.
The measure requires grave consideration, and
the suggestion by Mr. Kingsmill that it shoull
go to a select committee is a very proper one.
Leaving out the venereal clanses, which re-
quire eongiderable thought, I' regard the Bill
as a good one. The great majority of the
clauses are thorgughly mcceptable to me, but
no doubt thia measure will c¢reate a large
amount of controversy here, and much more in
another place, not only Leeause of what is in
it, but because also of what has been omitted
from it. Altogcther I see no prospect of
getting it on the statute hook during the pre-
sent session, Still, if the Bill is sent to a
select commitee its progress through this
Chamber will be considerably facilitated. As
the Cotonial Secretary said, several of the
amendments simply remedy defects in the
prineipal  Act. There can be no objection
whatever to these. There are other vlanses
which require explavation. I do not propose
to touch upon them now, but the Colomal Sec-
retary will have te swpply some information
on those points. 1n regard to Clause 33 the
Colonial Secretary dil not explain to the
House its effect. Tt gives the Commissioner
of Publie Health power to prohibit the sale of
patent medicines if he considers them in-
¢lause whicrh would lead anyone to that con-
clusion, but when one compares it with the
section in the original Act it is seen what its
effect really is. The original Act gives the
Commssioner of Public Health power to pro-
hibit the sale of patent medicines if they
prove to be inimical to public health. The
amending clause goes very much further aund
enables that officer to prohibit the sale of
patent wnedicines if he considers them in-
effectual in their operation. We all know that
medical men are opposed to the sale of patent
medicines. The Health Department is strongly
opposed to sueh sale, and for years past has
heen striving with frontal attacks to put an
end to this commeree. Now by a little amend-
ment woven into the Bill the department is
providing itself with machinery by which its
ohject can be achieved. If the clauseis passed
ag it stands there will be a storm of protest
from one end of the State to the other. Medi-
cal men do not believe in patent medicines,
bhut very many people in the country do, and
if these medicines are harmless T think there
should be no interference with their sale.
The radical amendments proposed in the
clanges dealing with venereal cases, in fact the
very insertion of those clauses in the RBill, is
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sufficient ground in itself for sending the Bill
to a seleei committee. I have mot had time to
come to an honest conclusion on the subject
and T should require further evidence to assist
me in coming to a Jdetermination. I feel cer:
tain that the appointment of a select com-
mittee will have good results and will assist
the House in arriving at a wise conclusion.

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Uolebatch—East—in  reply) [5.50): [ wel-
come the suggestion made by Mr. Kingsmill
that the Bill be referred to a select commitiee,
and as that idea is evidently aceeptable to the
House [ will have very little to say in reply to
the debate except to make reference to those
matters direetly brought under my notice by
lion. members. There is a great deal to be
satd in favonr of Mr. Kingsmill’s contention
that Bills of this kind, when they wmake so
many and such comprehensive alferations to
the parent Aet, should come befere us in the
form of consolidating measures. Mr. Clarke
also raised the same question; but his objee-
tion from the public peint of view is met to
some extent by the faet that Clause 60 makes
provision that all further priuts of the Bill
shall contain the whole of the nmendments.
Thus, anybody sccuring a copy of the Act as
finally passed will have the whole of the
Health Acts of 1911, 1915, and 1918, Mr.
Kingsmill made reference to fhe matter of
taking samples from wholesale milk vendors.
At present there is great difficulty in doing
that, because it is necessary to take a sample
in the presence of the person selling the milk.
Subclause 2 of Clause 36 bhas been drafted to
enable inspectors to secure samples of food,
more particularly milk, while in transit from
the producer to the purveyor. A lJarge por-
tion of the milk supply of the State comes in
by rail, and at present if an inspector wishes
to take a sample of milk at the receiving sta-
tion, he cannot do so unless the consignee is
present. Subelause 2 of Clawse 36 will get
over this difficulty. It is similar to a provision
in the South Australian Food and Drug Act.

Ton. W. Kingsmil): What about the estab-
lishment of central depdts for the distribution
of milk?

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY: It is well
worthy of consideration. I have made a note
of it. The hon. member also made reference
to the question of frozen meat. This is dealt
with in Clause 31. At the present time the
butcher has to label chilled and frozen meat,
and whilst there is no technical difficulty in
defining frozen meat, there is considerable
difficulty in saying what chilled meat is. If
the Bill is passed in its present form, all that
the buteher will have to do will be to post a
notice in his establishment setting out that
frozen meat is there sold.

Hon. W. Kingsmill; He will not have to
specify which is frozen meat?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: No, he will
simply have to notify the public that he has
frozen meat for sale. The poiut raised by Mr.
Banderson is worthy of grave consideration,
but it is not open to the State Government
to demand that the Federal Government shalil
pay a certain sum of money for our assist-
ance in his way. We in Western Australin
congider ourselves rather fortunate in that we

[COUANCULL. |

have heen able to get more than our due share
on a popnlation basis for the earrying out of
this work. We have got it because the Federal
Government recoguise that we are doing more
than are the other States, Our expenditure
last year was £8,000, of which the Federal
Government paid one-balf. This year, hav-
ing dealt with most of the capital expenditure,
we expect to be able to earry through on the
£4,000, of which the Federal Government will
again pay oue-half. [ agree with the hon.
member that it is not enough, and if we can
induce the Federal Governnient to contribute
more largely, we shall not miss an opportunity
of doing so. The hon. member made reference
to old age and invalid pengions in this con-
nection. At present the Govermment are en-
deavouring to induce the Federal authorities
to realise more fully their obligations in this
regard.

Hon. A. Sanderson: The Federal committee
pointed that out to the Federal Government.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, and
the State Government are endavouring to make
the Iederal Government realise their obliga-
tions in regard to these pemusions. In the past,
when an old age peusioner went inte one of
our State institutions his pension immediately
ceased and the whole of the cost of his main-
tenance was cast upoun the State. This is an
utterly unfair proposition. Again, an old age
pensioner might become insane, and Dbecause
of thisg misfortune falling upon him the Fed-
eral authorities refused to pay his pension
and the State was required to maintain him,
The Government are hopeful that the Federal
authorities will treat us more reasonably in
tfuture. In respect of the letters from the
Health Department and the Defence Depart-
ment  quoted by Mr. Sanderson, they had
not been hrought under my notice before, but
[ can assure the hon. mmember that whatever
difference of opinion there may be as to the
legal obligations hetween the Medical Depart-
ment and the Defence Department, they are
working together in most complete harmony
in emdeavouring to arrive at a satisfactory
aolution of the difficulties attendant upon the
treatment of venereal disease. It is in regard
to one of those matters that an amendment
in the Bill will have an important effect, If
the military suthorities discharge a man suf-
fering from venereal diseass, the military
doctor will notify the Health Department. As
the Act stands at present it is six weeks be-
fore the Health Department can take any
steps to see that the affected person is con-
tinuing treatment, If the Bill 13 passed, that
difficulty will be to a large extent overcome.
Mr. Boan made reference to the question of
qualified nurses in midwifery cases. The
original Act makes provision that the limitation
shall only apply to places within five miles of
the residence of a doctor or qualified nurse.
When we get beyond that radius the provision
does not apply. The amendment we propose
to (lause 53 will have the effect of probhibit-
ing amy person, even outgide that radius, from
practising as a midwife if she has been struck
off the list. I quite agree with the hon. mem.
ber that if anything conld be done to awaken
a greater sense of parental responsibility most
of our troubles in comnection with this matter
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would disappear. 1 was sorry to hear the
expression of opinion from Mr. Drew that
there is but little chance of the Bill passing
during the present segsion, If there are in
the Bill clauses like Clause 33 referred to by
the hon. member, I hepe they will not he the
means of causing the Bill to be hung up; be-
cause the department will be prepared to
sacrifice 2 goold many c¢lauses of 8 minor char-
acter rather than see the Bill delaved.

Select Comunittee appointed.

The COLONIAIL SECRETARY (Mon. H,
I’. Colebatch—East) [6.1): T move—
““That Mr. President do now leave the

Chair for the purpese of considiration of
the Bill in Cummnittee.’’

Hon. W. KINGSMILL
|6.2]: 1 move an amendment—
““That the Bill be referred to a select
committee cousisting of Hon. .. Duffefl,
Hon. H. Millington, and the mover; with
power to sit on days during which the House
stands adjourncd, with power to call for
persons, papers, amd records: and to report
on the 21st February.”’
I am very glad and very ygrateful to the
leater of the Mouse for his ready acveptance
of my suggestion, which I think, indeed. is
one that should be followed in the case of
not only this Bill, but of all Bills of an in-
tensely technical nature, T am altogether in
the hands of the House wiith regard to both
the personnel of the select committee and the
number of members sitting thereon. Our
Standing Orders provide that a seleet commit-
tee shall, nnless oiherwise specified, consist
of three members; hut it may consist of any
number, though it is vsnal to have an odil
number of members, The leader of the House
I presume, is unable at this juncture to give
any indication as to the date of closing the
gession. There is more uncertainty on that
point than even with repard to the weather.
I think, however, that the date asked for, the
21st inst, will be well within the bounds of
practical politics. I hope the select commit-
tee will be able to obtain a room on the pre-
mises, At present the C‘ommittee room of the
Council is occupicd by a Royal (ommission,
and the other room sappertaining to this Cham-
ber is cluttered up with the impedimenta of
another Royal Commission. Both rooms have
for months past been practically closed to
hon. members, T hope the select committee
of this House, to which after all the Com-
mittee room helongs, will have the privilege
of occupying it for their purposes.
Amendment put and passed.

(Metropalitan)

BILL—IXNDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT

CONXTINUATION.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY {(Hon. H. P.
Colebatch-—East) [6.9] in moving the seconl
reading s=aid: This is purely a continuance
Bill, with regard to which it is not necessary
for me to say much. The Indusivies Assist
ance Art itrelf continues; there is no perial
set to the operation of the measnre. Hut pro-
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vision 18 made by Section 15 of the Industries
Asgigtance Act Amendment Act, 1917, that the
current year's advances shall coutinue only
until the 31st March. We have already passel
two or three continuation measures. The date
up to which advances can be made un-ler the
amendment Act of 1917 is the 3ist March.
1918. It therefore follows that if we are fur-
ther to assist farmers during the coming sea-
son, the operation of the section must be ex-
tended for a period of 12 months. The pur-
pose of this Bill is merely te contibue the
operation of that section for that period. Iu
noving the second reading of the Bill in the
Legislative Assemlly, the Minister for [Iudus
tries (Hon. R. T. Rohinson) laid upon the
Table of the House a statement of the affnirs
of the TIndustrics Assistance Board. Some
hon. members may have seen that statement.
hut in ense others have not seen it I propose
to lay a copy of it on the Table of this House
for information, 1 move—

““That the Bill be now read a second
time, "’

On motion by Hon, J. W, Kirwan debate
ad journed.

!
BILL—LOCAL OPTION CONTINUANCE.
Second Reading,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebateh—East) |6.11] in muving the second
reading said: This also is a continuation mea-
sure, Umider Section 76 of the Licensing Act
1911, a loeal option vote was to he taken in
every district in or hefore the month of April
in the year 1911, and in fhe mounth of April
in every third year thereafter. The provisions
of Bections 77 and 78 et sequitur rednced the
resolutions to he taken before 1921 to the
questions dealing with the increase of licenscs
and State control; the full local option dealing
with the reduction of the number of licenses,
discontinuance of the licenscs altogether, mml
no renewals, being held over until after the
vear enching the 31st December, 1920, A vote
was taken in 1911, and resulted in all Jistricts
voting for mno increase cxeepting one—Gas-
coyne—-which voted for increase, By the Act
35 of 1913 it was enacterl that the local option
vote should not be taken in the year 1914 and
every third vear thereafter, but should he taken
in the year 1915, aml every third sear there-
after. By Aet No. 4 of 19135 it was decided
that the vote sheulil not be taken in 1913, but
that the original vote taken in 1911 shonld re-
main in force until the vear 1918, The present
Rill provides that the vote shall not be taken
in 1918, but that the vote taken in 1911 shall
continug in operation and effestive until a vote
is taken in 1921, The Bill deals with the dis-
tricts, It is necessary that the boundaries of
the livensing distriets shall coincide with thase
of the clectorn]l districts. The 1911 vote was
taken just prior to the now yolls conting in,
The existing licensing distrizts are not the
present electoral distriets, hut the electoral dis-
tricts, with one or “wo alterations, existing at
the beginning of 1911, When a further pull
is taken it will be nceessary to alter all the
houndaries of the leensing districts so as to
he able to use the rolls of the electoral djs.
triets. Meanwhile it ix necessary to continue
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the existing districts for wachinery purposes,
In 1911 we were fortunate in being able to
induce the Commonwealth to permit the local
option vote to be taken with the Federal re-
ferendum, and the only cost the State was
put to was the extra money invelveld. This
came to £954. [t is estimated that to take a
local option vote separately would cost be-
tween £4,000 and £35,000—hence the desire to
postpone the vote till 1921, It is felt that
since all the districts, excepting Gascoyne,
voted against increase of licenses, and since
the other questions of reduetion or prohibi-
tion cannot be submitted until 1921, it is not
worth while spending £4,000 or £3,000 to sub-
mit to the electors a question in which they
doubtless would take very little interest, and
the submission of which would probably re-
sult in confirming the vote of 1911. The pro-
posal, therefore, iy that the Qovernment be
exempted from taking the poll in 1918, and
that the result of the poll taken in 1911
stand until the full measure of local option
comes into force in 1921, I move—
““That the Bill he now read a second

timelll

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported withont amendment, and the re-
port adopted.

House adjourned at 6.14 p.m.

Regtslative  Flesembly,
Wedunesday, 6fh February, 1918,

The SBPEAKER took the Chair
p-m., &nd read prayers.

at +.30

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice'’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.'’

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY — PRESENTATION,

Mr. SPEAKER [4.33): Accompanied by
the mover and seconder of the Address-in-
reply, I have waited upon His Excellency the
Governor, and presented the Address agreed
to by the House in reply to His Excellency’s
Speech on opening Parliament, and His Ex-
cellency has been pleased to reply in the fol-
lowing terms:—

Mr, Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Lagis-
lative Assembly, in the name and on behalf
of His Most Gracious Majesty the King,
I thank you for your Address.  (Signed)
William Ellison-Macartney. Governor.

LASSEMBLY.]

URGENCY MOTION — AGRIVULTURAL
ROYAL COMMISSION

Mr. SPEAKER {4.42): T have received the
following cotumunication from the member
for Menzies (Mr. MuHany)—

I desire to move the adjournment of the
House in order to debate a definite matter
of urgent public importance, namely, the
large expenditvre still being incurred by
the State owing to the continued expense
of the Royal Commission on the Agticul-
tural Industries of Western Australia.

The subjeet matter of the letter is in order.
If seven hen. members will stand in their
places this will decide the question of the
urgency of the matter.

Seven members having
places,

Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) [4.43] said: In
moving the adjournment of the lHouse, T wish
it to bhe distinetly understeod that I have no
desire to hamper the development of the Ag-
riceltural industry in this State. Tt will he
admitted, at all events hy members represent-
ing agricultural constituencies, that during the
past six years or more goldfields members
have heen always anxious to assist in doing
anything they possibly can to develop our
agricultural industry, but I think, and believe
J shall be able to show te this House, that the
expenditure of State money which is now
going on in keeping this Commission in exist-
ence is doing nothing, and cannot possibly do
anything, to help to develop the agricultural
industries of Western Australia. This Com-
mission was appointed by a reeent Govern-
ment. It is a legacy from the previous set of
administrators in this State. I have no de-
sire here to touch upon the appointment or
the conditions of the appointment of the
members of that Commission in any way,
neither have T any desire to reflect upon the
gentlemen who compose this Commission. I
do not wish to give hon. members of this
House an impression that I believe that the
members of this Commission are, if T may say
so, farming the Commission, or that they are
making anything out of it. 1 do not wish to
set up that impression at all, for L believe that
these gentlemen in earrying out their duties
arc neglecting their own business, and that
in all probability they are nothing whatever
in pocket from any fees which they may re-
ceive from the State in the conduct of their
work in copnection with this Royal Commis-
sion. This Commission was appointed in
September, 1916, and it has now been in ex-
istence for a period of 16 monihs. As the re-
ault of their labours up to date, we have be-
fore us a bulky report which was presented
to Parliament last week. I would like to ask
whether anything which is likely to be of value
to the State, as the result of the Commission’s
labours, is to eome from this report. The
Commission have taken evidence in various
country districts of the State, as well ag in
the City, and they have alsp taken evidence
in some of the Eastern States. [ would ven-
ture to say that there can be no evidence of
any value that is likely to be given in Western
Australia which cannot be obtained from the
Agriealtural Department, or from the depart-
mental officers. Such evidence being in exist-

risen in their



